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Aggrecan (ACAN), also known as cartilage-specific proteoglycan core protein (CSPCP) or
chondroitin sulfate proteoglycan 1, is a protein that in humans is encoded by the ACAN gene.
This gene is a member of the lectican (chondroitin sulfate proteoglycan) family. This
proteoglycan is a major component of extracellular matrix of cartilagenous tissues. A major
function of this protein is to resist compression in cartilage. It binds avidly to hyaluronic acid
via an N-terminal globular region. May play a regulatory role in the matrix assembly of the
cartilage.
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