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Neurotensin is distributed throughout the central nervous system, with highest levels in the
hypothalamus,amygdala and nucleus accumbens. It induces a variety of effects, including
analgesia, hypothermia and increased locomotor activity. It is also involved in regulation of
dopamine pathways. In the periphery, neurotensin is found in enteroendocrine cells of the
small intestine, where it leads to secretion and smooth muscle contraction.
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