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The Drosophila hairy and Enhancer of split genes encode basic helix-loop-helix (bHLH)
transcriptional repressors that function in the Notch signaling pathway and control
segmentation and neural development during embryogenesis. The mammalian homologues of

Drosophila hairy and Enhancer of split are the HES gene family members, HES1-6, which also
encode bHLH transcriptional repressors that regulate myogenesis and neurogenesis. HES3 is a
member of the homeobox family of transcription factors. HES3 is expressed in undifferentiated
embryonic stem (ES) cells and is also a target of the ES cell-specific network of transcription

factors.
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