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Synaptophysin is an integral membrane protein of small synaptic vesicles in brain and
endocrine cells. The protein also binds cholesterol and is thought to direct targeting of
vesicle-associated membrane protein 2 (synaptobrevin) to intracellular compartments.

Possibly involved in structural functions as organizing other membrane components or in
targeting the vesicles to the plasma membrane. Involved in the regulation of short-term and

long-term synaptic plasticity.
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